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THE  PILL BOX

Glass-topped pill boxes in various sizes are
specially made for collectors of insects.
They are useful when a collector wishes to
examine a captive before deciding to kill it
or let it go, or when he intends to take an
insect home alive for breeding.

Hunting and Catching.

The catching of
butterflies is largely a
matter of luck, the
proper district for local
varieties, fine weather,
agility and dexterity.
To capture moths on
the wing in darkness is
obviously impossible.
So the collector has
recourse to the fatal
attraction that light
and " treacle " have for
these insects. A strong
light near an open win-
dow will bring in many
moths when the weather
conditions are right,
and one can have quite
good sport on occasions
rtmnd the street lamps
of a town. Then there
arc ILHriiinated moth-
traps, to which entry is
sasy while escape from
them is difficult, for
setting up in selected
places.

Also, one may take with one a net
and a strong acetylene bicycle lamp and
beat hedges. The insects " put up,"
as a sportsman would say, may often
be netted while flying in the beam
thrown by the lamp.

Another method is called " assem-
bling." This is the best method for
taking Oak Eggar, Tiger and Black
Arches moths. A young female is
enclosed in a lidless box, which is then
covered with gauze and hung up on
a branch or placed on a tree stump.
The scent of the imprisoned moth will
soon attract males of her own species
from all quarters, and they can be
caught as they are fluttering round the
cage.

But the surest method of capturing
many varieties is " sugaring " with a
mixture of treacle and rum. Selecting
a calm and warm evening, one smears
the treacle with a brush on the trunks

THE COLLECTING  TIN
This is a tin box lined with cork. In it should always be
carried a supply of assorted pins to suit various sizes of insect.
The collector should be careful to keep the cork damp, other-
wise his specimens will become rigid before he reaches home
and he will then have all the trouble of relaxing them.